
MINUTES OF MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF 
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Thursday, May 9, 2024 

 

 

 

A meeting of the Directors of the Niswonger Foundation Inc., a non-profit corporation organized under 

the laws of the State of Delaware (the “Foundation”), was held on Thursday, May 9, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. 

at the Niswonger Foundation, 223 N. Main Street, Greeneville, Tennessee. 

 

Board members Scott M. Niswonger, David Golden, Alan Levine, John Tweed, Nikki Niswonger, Nancy 

Dishner; and Board treasurer, Kathy O’Dell were in attendance.  Robin Shepherd was also present.  Scott 

M. Niswonger chaired the meeting.   

 

The Chairman presented the minutes of the Foundation’s Thursday, February 8, 2024 

Board Meeting for approval.  After discussion and upon a motion made by Mr. Golden and seconded by 

Mr. Tweed, the minutes were approved.  (A copy of the minutes is filed with the records of the 

Foundation.) 

 

The Chairman and Ms. O’Dell presented the financials for both the Niswonger Foundation and the 

Niswonger Foundation’s federal and state grants. An update was provided on investments and 

expenditures. A motion was made by Ms. Niswonger to approve the financials for both the Foundation 

and the external grants.  This motion was seconded by John Tweed. The financial reports were both 

accepted.  (Copies of the reports are filed with the records of the Foundation.)   

 

The Board was presented the 2024-25 operating budget.  After discussion, upon motion made by Mr. 
Tweed and seconded by Mr. Levine, the 2024-25 operating budget was approved as presented.  (A copy 
of the final budget is filed with the records of the Foundation.)   
 

Dr. Dishner presented the School Partnerships and Scholarship and Leadership Program reports. As part 

of the presentation, she announced the awards received since the February Board meeting: 

• $2,620,000 - Governor’s Direct Appropriations. This supports NiswongerCARE, CareerConnect 
and capacity building opportunities. 

• New Partnership with Jim Marggraff, creator of Leapfrog and the Leap Pad.  Grant and program 
will provide an estimated $500,000 in literacy support for our schools.  

• Grant received from TN SCORE to support Comprehensive Educational Resources in the amount 
of $150,000.   

• Grant award received from Ballad Health’s Community Health Improvement Fund - $200,000 to 
fund Pre-K screening initiative for 18 school districts.  

 

Dr. Dishner reminded the Board that the final Summer Leadership Institute for the Niswonger Scholars 

will be held in June.  The Scholarship and Leadership program will conclude after 20 impressive years 



and 101 Niswonger Scholar Alumni.  She thanked Mr. Niswonger and the members of the Board for the 

incredible blessing of serving as the program’s Director.   

 

Dr. Dishner presented one partnership request from Second Harvest Food Bank of Northeast Tennessee.  

The request was for $18,000 to support the Food for Kids backpack program for children in Hawkins and 

Hancock Counties. With a motion from Mr. Golden, seconded by Mr. Levine, the Board voted 

unanimously to support this partnership.  

 

There being no other business to come before the Board, upon motion duly made and seconded, the 

meeting was adjourned. 
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