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Niswonger Foundation Grant Close-Out Report: 201g

ISC's 2018 programming has concluded and we are pleased to report that our objectives
towards the goal of bringing l ive professional storytel l ing and diverse, excellent art into
the l ives of  as many young people as poss ibre were met  for  the year .

The International Storytel l ing Center ( lSC) greatly appreciates the grant support from
the Niswonger Foundation on behalf of ISC's programming. In z}t8,the grant provided
support for: l ive streaming at the National Storytel l ing Festival; pro bono outreach to
school -aged chi ldren through ISC's Tel ler - in-Residence (T lR)  program; and a teacher
workshop, also provided through ISC's TIR program.

Description of Activities and Documentation/oata Evaluating success

ISC provided a l ive-streaming feed from the National Storytel l ing Festival 's Library
(Family) Tent on Friday october 5.th Viewers were able to see the work of f i f teen of the
Festival 's eighteen different featured tel lers. The l ive-stream l ine-up included African
Amer ican,  Lat ino and Asian Amer ican te l lers ,  in  addi t ion to  an Egypt ian te l ler .  A l l
programming was ASL in terpreted.

Prior to the Festival, ISC reached out to organizations who might benefit  from the
st ream, inc lud ing area schools ,  co l leges,  un ivers i t ies,  hospi ta ls ,  and regional  educat ional
networks. ISC also embedded social media promotions via twitter, Facebook and
Instagram, enabling greater access to the Festival content.

ISC worked with interns from ETSU's communication department who assisted us in
using social media and the l ive streaming content as a means of encouraging greater
par t ic ipat ion f rom the mi l lennia l  generat ion.

We enhanced the l ive s t ream exper ience th is  year  by adding addi t ional  cameras to
capture different angles and audience reaction; had dedicated high speed internet
access;  and added sess ions between story te l l ing programs featur ing te l ler  and audience
interviews and segments on ISC's educational outreach work. We received many
comments v ia  soc ia l  media regard ing the improved qual i ty ,  user  exper ience,  and
appreciation for the program, especial ly given this l ive event is now becoming an
increased teaching too l .
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A total of sixty-six Facebook posts, specif ic to Festival, were made from May 2-
october 15, These posts had a total reach of 97,370 viewers.
A separate event page was created for the National Storytel l ing Festival events. The
event site had a total reach of 54,700 viewers.
ISC reached out  to  severa l  nat ional  and in ternat ional  organizat ions that  would
benef i t  f rom the s t ream, inc lud ing schoors,  un ivers i t ies,  hospi ta ls ,  and ar ts
organizat ions.  The l ink was a lso shared through ISC's in ternal  e-b last  database of
over 11,000.
Nat ional ly ,  the Endowment  of  the Ar ts  was g iven the l ivest ream l ink in  advance of
the event  to  share wi th  a l l f i f ty  Uni ted States ar ts  agencies.  The l ink was a lso shared
by the Nat ional  Poetry  Foundat ion and the Nat ional  poetry  out  Loud program.
Regional ly ,  Fest iva l  sponsor  Dol lywood DreamMore Resor t  and Spa sent  an e,b last
of the l ivestream l ink to i ts entire database of more than 500,000 people.
In  to ta l ,  4 . l  thousand v iewers f rom al l  over  the wor ld  tuned in  to  the programming.
The l ive footage is  now being post -edi ted and wi l l  be avai lab le for  cont inued access
v ia ISC's websi te  and youTube by December 31.

th roush ISC's Teller- in-
ISC held three TIR Saturday morning on-s i te  shows geared speci f ica l ly  to  ch i ldren aged
six to ten. We also conducted twenty-three on and off-site pro-bono concerts for area
school -aged youth in  Washington,  Sul l ivan and Greene count ies,  and for  the Johnson
Ci ty  and Kingspor t  Ci ty  schools .  This  inc luded per formances for  the Washington County
Library system's Summer Reading Program and per formances for  underserved youth at
organizat ions such as Gir ls ,  lnc.  and Coal i t ion for  K ids.  Through these act iv i t ies,  young
people were exposed to the work of seventeen of our twenty-six Tellers-in-Residence.
These story te l lers  are considered among the f inest  in  the s tory te l l ing ar t  and have a l l
appeared at  ISC's  s ignature event ,  the renowned Nat ional  Storyte l l ing Fest iva l .  We are
exc i ted to  repor t  that  the to ta l  number of  youth served by these compl imentary
performances was over 1500, at total benefit  of over S16,000.

Outreach to Area Teachers
In September, ISC offered a free teacher workshop titled Llsing Storytelling in the
Classroom to Encourage Tolerance, CriticolThinking, Empathy and Good Decisions.This
was led by Gay Ducey, who was a children's l ibrary for more than twenty-f ive years as
wel l  as a s taf f t ra iner  in  Oakland,  Cal i forn ia 's  Head Star t  programs.  She has a lso taught
story te l l ing at  the Univers i ty  o f  Cal i forn ia and Berkeley 's  L ibrary School ,  and was once
featured on the Mr. Rogers program. The workshop was geared to teachers of K-6th
grades.  Par t ic ipat ing teachers came f rom schools  in  the Johnson Ci ty  and Kingspor t  c i ty
school  systems as wel l  as severa l  surrounding count ies.
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ISC also maintains a Learning Library on its website with resources for both educators
and students. Content is currently being curated from the l ivestream of the National
Storyte l l ing Fest iva l ,  and done so in  an educat ional  context  so i t  can be made avai lab le
for use in educational sett ings. This wil l  be completed by the end of the year in
accordance with ISC's new accessible ADA standards website. The Learning Library page
as wel l  as the ent i re  ISC websi te  wi l l  be complete ly  new beginning in  Janua ry  2019.

Success/Challenge of Grant and Lessons learned
We had some l ivestream complications with our signal strength in 201g but that was
quick ly  corrected.  We have a l ready put  p lans in  p lace that  wi l l  prevent  that  k ind of
problem occurr ing in  the fu ture.  We cont inue to  learn va luable techniques for  new
socia l  media appl icat ions,  and cont inual ly  welcome feedback f rom our  d iverse
educational audiences, including new formats to use, and the type of content or stories
that  teachers and other  educators requi re to  suppor t  the i r  teaching and the i r  s tudent ,s
learn ing.  ISC cont inues to  consul t  wi th  our  board member educat ional  specia l is ts  as wel l
as other  educat ional  par tners,  ind iv iduals  and advisors.

We are sincerely grateful to the Niswonger Foundation for believing in this cri t ical ly
impor tant  work,  and for  be ing one of  ISC's  most  va luable educat ional  par tnerships as
we work together to enrich the l ives of young people through storytel l ing.

Budget and expenditure report - see attached
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Niswonger Foundation Grant
Budget and Expenditure Report

20L8

Live Streaming the Nat ional Storytel l ing Fest ival

Underwrit ing Support for ISC's Children,s programming

Elementary School Teacher Workshop

Curate Educational Video Content

s
(

s

s

4,500.00

2,000.00

s00.00

L,000.00
Total Budget

8,000.00

Allocated Expenditures
riu" S

Beehive Recording services - Technicar streaming services
Cates Sound Equipment
Artists Fees

Underwrit ing Support for ISC's Children,s programming
Artists Fees
Artists Trave l/Lodgi ng
Children's Ticket Subsidv

Elementary School Teacher Workshop
Teacher Workshop Subsidy

Professional Services - Educational Content Creation
Technical Services - Video Creation

$ 2,ooo.oo
s 500.00
5 2,000.00

s s00.00
S soo.oo
$ t,ooo.oo

S

$
s

500.00

650.00
350.00

Total Allocated Expenditures 8,000.00


