Scholarship and Leadership Training Program

Niswonger Foundation Board Update

Thursday, August 9, 2018
2018 Summer Training 
· We enjoyed another successful summer of training and travels. Training focused on the role of a leader in addressing the needs of children and communities struggling with the effects of poverty. The textbook was “A Framework for Understanding Poverty,” by Ruby Payne.  A special note of thanks to Scott and Nikki Niswonger for participating in a number of training activities. Our staff members, particularly Barbara Bates, were instrumental in the success of the Scholars’ summer activities.  
New Scholars
· Funding for technology and/or specific personal needs has/have been provided to each new Scholar.  
· Mentors have been in touch with their protégées to offer guidance and support.
· Nancy and Barbara have had one or more personal calls/contacts with each new Scholar.
Scholar Academics and Service
· The following Scholars obtained a 4.0 gpa for the Spring Semester:  Emily Ellison (Clemson University, freshman); Bo Pless (Milligan College, sophomore); Matthew Widener (East Tennessee State University, junior); and Hope Adkins (Carson-Newman University, senior).
· Tanner Shivley failed to achieve the required semester gpa of 3.0 for the Spring Semester, although his cumulative gpa continues to exceed the requirement.  He was placed on probation for the Fall 2018 semester and will be closely monitored.  
· A total of 822 hours of community service were reported for Spring Semester.  Three Scholars completed 50 or more hours of service: Kori Smith – 55 hours (University of Tennessee – Knoxville, sophomore); Brittany Church – 75 hours (Austin-Peay State University, freshman); Tanner Shivley – 84 hours (Carson- Newman University, sophomore) 
Recent Scholar Updates
· Please see attached update.
Other Scholar News
· The Freshmen Scholars joined Mr. Niswonger for a trip to the Bahamas in May.  
· The Sophomore Scholars completed an Outdoor Leadership Challenge experience May 19-22.  The focus of this experience is team building, personal strength and excellent decision-making skills in challenging situations.
· The Junior Scholars’ trip to New York City was August 2-5. The Scholars attended a Broadway play, went to the Top of the Rock, visited the most significant sites of the City on a full-day walking tour, enjoyed a dinner cruise around the tip of Manhattan, and enjoyed unique dining experiences.
· The Senior Scholars traveled to Normandy, June 2-12.  Travels included Paris, with the greatest portion of the time focused on visiting the significant sites of the D Day invasion.  The Scholars also enjoyed a day at Mont St. Michel, and touring their home bases of Honfleur and Bayeux.  
Recent Scholar Alumni News
· Please see attached update.
Program Implementation
· The nomination materials for the 2018 Niswonger Scholars selection process will be placed in the mail on Friday, August 17.  Deadline for nominations is Monday, September 24.  Nominees will be interviewed throughout the month of October.  Final selection will be held on November 8. 
· Our 2018-19 Scholars’ Directory is in process.
NISWONGER SCHOLAR UPDATES
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Levi Blazer (Georgetown University, sophomore) transferred from Belmont University to Georgetown University.  He will be studying Global Health on a pre-med track.  He completed a summer internship in St. Louis, Missouri.
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Brittany Church (Austin Peay University, sophomore) Achieved the Dean’s List for both the fall and spring semesters of her first year of college.  She is a recipient of the Dean’s Scholarship. She is a certified notetaker for the Office of Disability Services.
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Emily Ellison (Clemson University, sophomore) is serving on the disciplinary committee of Sigma Alpha. She is a member of Clemson Collegiate FFA and the Dairy Science Club.
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Lorraine Hayes (Wake Forest University, sophomore) is a peer leader with Wake Forest University Conduct System and serves in Students to Students.
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Ty Myers (University of Tennessee-Chattanooga, sophomore) has pledged with Beta Upsilon Chi (Brothers Under Christ) Fraternity.  He has accepted the position of “Scrappy the MOC”, the UT Chattanooga mascot.
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Bo Pless (Milligan College, junior) received the Outstanding Student Scholarship Award in Engineering at Milligan College.
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Tanner Shivley (Carson-Newman University, junior) is student coordinator for the CNU Summer Bridge Program.
Alumni Scholar Updates
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Hope Adkins (Class of 2018) accepted a position with Knox County Schools teaching Family and Consumer Sciences at West High School.
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Gage Armstrong (Class of 2016) and Raini Rowenhorst (Class of 2017) were united in marriage on May 12.
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Will Brummett (Class of 2013) earned a Master of Arts in Applied Social Justice from Carson Newman University. In June, he was joined in marriage with Grace Boone.
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Nick Darnell (Class of 2006) has been named as a member of the Tennessee Board of Education by Governor Bill Haslam.  He will be representing the 1st Congressional District on a five year term. 

[image: image12.jpg]


Jessica Verran-Lingard (Class of 2010) has accepted a position with Gunderson Dettmer, LLP in San Francisco, California, as an intellectual property associate.
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Sean McCullough (Class of 2011) completed the Master of Business Administration program at Northwestern University.

[image: image14.jpg]) oS



Rachel Mixon (Class of 2011) earned a Business Management degree from Indiana University.
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Virginia Pfeifer (Class of 2007) and her husband Chris welcomed their daughter, Eva on April 12.
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McKenzie Reynolds (Class of 2018) has been accepted into the Master of Accountancy program at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville.
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Kristen Alora Ricker (Class of 2018) is a member of the Class of 2018 at the James H. Quillen College of Medicine at East Tennessee State University.
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Dillan Shults (Class of 2018) has accepted a position with Jarden Zinc, in Greeneville.
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Madeline Standbridge (Class of 2018) is working at Pittsburgh Mercy Family Health Center as a Patient Navigator on a twelve month assignment through Americorps in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
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