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DearDr.r4l"*i/-J*)

The Niswonger Foundation has served as a cri t ical partner in Second Harvest Food Bank of Northeast

Tennessee's (SHFBNT) Food for Kids Backpack Program since 2006 and we are grateful for your

partnership. Together, we have worked to end hunger among economically disadvantaged school-age

chi ldren when they cannot  access meals  at  school .  We are ask ing the Niswonger  Foundat ion to  jo in  us

again in our continued efforts to make sure no child in Hancock and Hawkins Counties goes without

food on the weekends or on holiday breaks. We are requesting funds in the amount of $L8,000 to

suppor t  approx imate ly  180 ch i ldren in  Hancock and Hawkins Count ies inc lud ing the Ci ty  of  Rogersv i l le .

The Food for Kids Backpack Program is an important solution to ending childhood hunger. By providing

food for chi ldren to take home on weekends and school breaks when other resources are not available,

chi ldren have access to food they would often go without unti l  school resumes the fol lowing Monday.

The Food for Kids Backpacks are f i l led with chi ld-fr iendly, nutri t ious meals and snacks that are easy for

children to prrepare with l i t t le to no adult assistance. SHFBNT conducted a survey among school

personnel in the spring of 2018 and confirmed that this program meets a need for the children. An

employee from a part icipating school system stated that according to the school nurses, " i f  i t  were not

for the food bags, some of the children in their schools would have to go without eating on weekends."

Another cornment stated, "[Wje see a markeci difference in these children [who receive the bags] on

Monday mornings than we did before the food program."

This prograrn truly makes a difference in the children who need food. Furthermore, i t  eases the stress

on the parents. According to the survey we conducted among parents of recipients, the majority of

parents reported that the backpacks reduced their f inancial stress and they noticed that their chi ldren

seemed hap,pier and less stressed. Parents also reported the fol lowing observations of their chi ldren.
. 53% of parents reported posit ive improvements in chi ld's health
. 5L% of parents saw improvements in chi ld's academic performance
. 37% of parents reported improvements in the child's behavior and abil i ty to concentrate

When adeqruate food supply is available, chi ldren and parents experience less stress and children have

better health and academic performance.

Seruing Carter, Greene, Hancock, Hawkins, Johnson, Sullivan, lJnicoi, and Washington Counties

A M E R I C A



Our close working relationships with the 138 part icipating schools in the 8-county region enables us to
reach the ch i ldren who are most  vu lnerable to  hunger .  In  Hancock and Hawkins Count ies,  the Food For
Kids Backpack Program serves 20 public schools. SHFBNT Food For Kids Backpack Coordinator, Ashley
Penley, train:; school personnel about safe food handling practices to ensure that the food is handled
correct ly  and prov ides them wi th the e l ig ib i l i ty  gu idel ines to  enro l l  ch i ldren in to the program. Al l
chi ldren who receive the backpacks are el igible for federal free or reduced meals at schools. School
personnel are in close contact with chi ldren and may either observe a chi ld hoarding food or eating
excessively when he/she has access to food. These are indicators that a chi ld is struggling with hunger.
One such case occurred last year when a teacher reported that a young boy took food from the
cafeteria oner day. When the principal talked with him, the principal found out the boy was taking food
from the cafeter ia  home wi th  h im.  School  personnel  were able to  enro l l  h im in  the FFK Backpack
Program and he has not taken food without permission since. The FFK Backpack enabled a chi ld to
mainta in h is  sense of  d ign i ty  and enabled the school to  prov ide ongolng,  meaningfu l  ass is tance to  a
hungry chi ld with no cost to the school system or the family.

Designed to assist the most economically disadvantaged children with chronic hunger and food
insecurity, the Food for Kids Backpack plans to serve 4,500 children in l-4 school distr icts throughout
our  8 county serv ice area dur ing the 20L8-L9 school  year .  SHFBNT plans to  prov ide FFK backpacks to  a
tota l  o f  LL0 ch i ldren in  Hancock County and 310 ch i ldren in  Hawkins County.  The number of  s tudents
served remains unchanged from last year as the need remains high in these locali t ies. These are
chi ldren who are e l ig ib le  for  federa l  f ree and reduced (FFR) meal  programs and who school  personnel
have identif ied as being at high-risk of hunger. Second Harvest Food Bank of Northeast Tennessee wil l
ut i l ize 518,000.00 from the Niswonger Foundation to provide food for approximately L80 children for
the school  year .  Funding prov ided by Niswonger  Foundat ion is  cruc ia l to  prov ide hungry ch i ldren in
our community with healthy meals and snacks for the weekends and school breaks. The Food for Kids
Backpack Program Coordinator has developed a very cost effective program; the bulk of the expense is
compr ised of  purchasing heal thy food and d is t r ibut ing the backpacks to  area schools .  Funders such as
the Niswong,er Foundation enable us to provide these meals and snacks at no cost to the part icipating
chi ld  or  the school  system.

We are graterful for the f inancial support and partnership that the Niswonger Foundation has provided
to Second Harvest in our efforts to feed hungry chi ldren. These funds wil l  have a substantial impact in
the l ives of these children who suffer from chronic hunger. Thank you for your consideration of our
request. l f  you have any questions about the program or this request, please contact me by email at
executived i rt'cto r@ netfood b a n k. o rg o r by p h on e at 423-27 9-0430.

Sincerely yours,

Executive Director
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Dear  TaxBayen i

Th is  l s  i n  resp ,onse  to  you r  Jan .  22  '  ?ALQ r ,  F€du€s t  f  o r
n e g a r d i n S  y o u r  t a x : e x e m p t .  s t a t u s .

i n f o r n a t i p n

Our  peco rds  i nd i ca te  t , ha t  you  wer6  recogn ized  as  exenp t  under
s e c t i o n  5 0 t ( c ) ( 5 )  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a L  R e v e n u e  C o d e  l n  a  d e t e n m i n a t i o n
l s t t s r , i s s u e d  i n  l ' l a y  1 9 8 7 ,

Our  rnco rds  a l so  i nd i ca te  t ' ha t  you  a re  no t  a  p r i va te  founda t ion  u i t h in
t h e  n e a n i n g  o f  s e c t i o n  5 0 9 ( s )  o f  t h e  C o d e  b e c a i l s e  y o u  d r e  d e s c r i b e d  ' i n

s e c t i o n ( s )  , 5 0 9 ( a )  ( . 1 )  e n d  1 7 0 ( b )  ( 1 )  ( , A )  ( v i ) . .

D o n o r s  n r a y  d e d u c t  c o n t n i b u t i s n s  t o  y o u  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  s e c t i o n  L 7 0  o f
t h e  C o d e .  B e g u e s t s r  l e g a e i e s r  d e v i s e s r  t r a n s f e r s r  o r  g i f t s  t c ' y o u  o n .
f o r  y o u r  u i e  a r e  d e d . u c t i . b l e  f o r  . F e d e n a l  e s t a t e  a n d , g i f , t  t a x  p u n p o $ e s
i f  t h p y  n e e t  t h e  a p p l i c a b L e  p r o v l s l o n s  o f  s e c t i o n s  4 0 5 5 r  2 t r 0 6 r  a n d
25?2  o f  t he  Csde .

P l e a s e  n e f e r  t o  o u r  w e b s l t e  u u w , i r s . g o v / e o  f , o r  l n ' f o r m a t i o n . r e s a r d i n g
f t l t n g  r e q u . l r e m s n t s ,  S p . e c J , f i c A l L y r  s e c t i g n  6 0 3 3 ( J )  o f  t h e  C o d e :
p r o v i d e s  t h a t  f a i l u r e  t o  f i l e  e n , a n n u a L  

' i n f o r r n a t i o n  
r e t u r n . f o r  t h n e e

consecu t i ve  Veaps ' .  r esu l t s :  i n  ravoce t i pn  b f  t ax *exempt  s ta tus  as  o f
t h e  f i l f l n g  d u e  d a t e  o f  t h e  t h i n d  r e t u n n  f n n  o . r g a n i z a t i o n s ' r e q . u i r e d  t o
f  i I e .  l l e  l r i L l  p u b l i s h  a  I i s t  o f  o n g a n i z a t i o i r s  w h o s e .  t a x - e x e n p t
s t a . t u s  w q s  r e v o k e d  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  6 0 3 S ( J )  o f  t h e  C o d e  o n  o u r  r * e b s i t e
beg lnn ing  fn  ea r l " y  ?01 ' l  .  .
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I f  you  have  any  gues t i ons . r  p lease  ca l l  us  a t  t he  te lephone  number
s h o w n  L n  t h e  , h e a d i n e  o f  t h t s  l e t t e r .

S t n c e r e l y  y o u r s  ,

s u'"k''I;('K"t*.,'r ms r'
Accoun tg  Hqnagemen t ,  Opera tJ .ons


